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this bill specifically speaks of driver
ed, its importance, and its importance
to this legislation.

Another point I wanted to make is
the Chambers of Commerce have sup-
ported this legislation. They are the
organizations where small businesses
and medium-size businesses have said
this legislation will help us make sure
we are at full employment, that we
reach that goal.

I think it was very important to
point out, Mr. Speaker, that this legis-
lation is bipartisan. It has a great
number of sponsors, almost 100, and it
has been bipartisan. That is the whole
mark of making this house work; Re-
publicans, Democrats, Independents
working together to have positive leg-
islation for our youth, for our employ-
ment, for our economy. That is what
this bill, H.R. 2327, represents.

I would ask that this vote be unani-
mous, and I hope that others in the
chamber who have not yet been in-
volved in the legislation join us in this
quest to help our young people and to
help the economy.

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, I have
no requests for time, and I yield back
the balance of my time my time.

Mr. FAWELL. Mr. Speaker, I also
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the remainder of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BOEHLERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. FAWELL) that the House sus-
pend the rules and concur in the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 2327.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 2327 was con-
curred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FAWELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2327.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
f

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
AFRICAN-AMERICAN MUSIC

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 27)
recognizing the importance of African-
American music to global culture and
calling on the people of the United
States to study, reflect on, and cele-
brate African-American music.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 27

Whereas artists, songwriters, producers,
engineers, educators, executives, and other
professionals in the music industry provide
inspiration and leadership through their cre-
ation of music, dissemination of educational

information, and financial contributions to
charitable and community-based organiza-
tions;

Whereas African-American music is indige-
nous to the United States and originates
from African genres of music;

Whereas African-American genres of music
such as gospel, blues, jazz, rhythm and blues,
rap, and hip-hop have their roots in the Afri-
can-American experience;

Whereas African-American music has a
pervasive influence on dance, fashion, lan-
guage, art, literature, cinema, media, adver-
tisements, and other aspects of culture;

Whereas the prominence of African-Amer-
ican music in the 20th century has reawak-
ened interest in the legacy and heritage of
the art form of African-American music;

Whereas African-American music embodies
the strong presence of, and significant con-
tributions made by, African-Americans in
the music industry and society as a whole;

Whereas the multibillion dollar African-
American music industry contributes great-
ly to the domestic and worldwide economy;
and

Whereas African-American music has a
positive impact on and broad appeal to di-
verse groups, both nationally and inter-
nationally: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes the importance of the con-
tributions of African-American music to
global culture and the positive impact of Af-
rican-American music on global commerce;
and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to take the opportunity to study, reflect on,
and celebrate the majesty, vitality, and im-
portance of African-American music.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MARTINEZ)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 27.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.
Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.

Con. Res. 27 offered by my colleague,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH). H. Con. Res. 27 recognizes the
unique contributions and importance
of African-American music to Amer-
ican culture and calls on the people of
the United States to study and cele-
brate our African-American music her-
itage.

I commend my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH), for introducing this resolu-
tion. African Americans have had a
profound influence on American music.
In fact, in my hometown, Augusta,
Georgia, we can lay claim to more than
its great share of African-American
musicians. Both the renowned opera
and gospel singer, Jessye Norman and
the godfather of soul himself, James
Brown hail from the Augusta area.

Finally, I would also like to point
out that the resolution states that Af-
rican-American musicians have not
only influenced American music but
also have had a profound impact on
American culture. This influence can
be seen in dance, language, fashion,
and literature.

This resolution rightly recognizes
the contributions of African-American
music and its larger effect in shaping
much of the social and cultural and po-
litical fabric of our Nation. I urge my
colleagues to vote in favor of it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a cosponsor of H.
Con. Res. 27, I rise in strong support of
this resolution. This measure formally
recognizes the importance of African-
American music to our culture here in
the United States as well as the global
culture.

Through jazz, blues, gospel, rock,
rhythm and blues, and hip-hop, Afri-
can-American musicians have influ-
enced art, literature, fashion, dance,
and the media. African-American
music has contributed internationally
to international commerce as well as
adding billions of dollars each year to
the world economy.

Perhaps the greatest impact of Afri-
can-American music is right here at
home where the expression of beliefs
and hopes and struggles and of tri-
umphs have been woven into the social,
cultural, economic, and political fabric
of the United States and has made our
Nation unique.
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Mr. Speaker, I commend the gen-

tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH) for his leadership in authoring
this legislation, and I yield him such
time as he may consume.

(Mr. FATTAH asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
both the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
NORWOOD) for his kind remarks and his
assistance in bringing this resolution
to the floor and also my colleague who
serves with me from the great State of
California. I think it is true that al-
most everything that needs to be said
about this has been said so I will not
belabor the point.

I do want to thank all of my col-
leagues, many of whom have cospon-
sored this legislation who are on both
sides of the aisle, for this Congress to
pause and to reflect on the importance
of the contributions of African-Amer-
ican music to not only this Nation’s
culture but to the world as we have on
other occasions paused and reflected on
the contributions of country or other
types of music. I think that it is appro-
priate. I want to thank the leadership
of the House for bringing this resolu-
tion to the floor.

I would just say to my colleague
from Georgia who talked about Au-
gusta, Philadelphia has its own history
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